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Original Manuscript of “The Star Spangled Banner” (September, 1814)

Upon his release from the British ship from which he witnessed the unsuccessful attack against Fort McHenry
(War of 1812) Francis Scott Key returned to his Baltimore hotel and wrote some fragmentary notes in the
form of a song with the metre of a popular tune of the day, “Anacreon in Heaven.” The next morning it was
sent to the printer to be struck off in handbills. This manuscript, in the author’s handwriting, is the original
that was used by the printer.
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